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An Army o f f i c e r  p e r f o r m e d  t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  
i n  h i g h  cost area f o r  w h i c h  s u b s i s t e n c e  
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  was a u t h o r i z e d  o n  a n  
a c t u a l  e x p e n s e  bas i s  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  $ 7 5  
per d a y .  H e  a d m i t t e d  t h e  a m o u n t s  he 
claimed f o r  meals were n o t  a c c u r a t e  
because h e  d i d  n o t  k e e p  a record of h i s  
a c t u a l  e x p e n s e s  f o r  meals a n d  h e  
r e c e i v e d  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e p r i m a n d  i n  
w r i t i n g  b a s e d  upon a charge of s u b m i t -  
t i n g  a f a l s e  claim. S i n c e  h i s  s u b s i s -  
t e n c e  e x p e n s e  claim f o r  e a c h  d a y  is  
t a i n t e d  b y  f r a u d ,  h e  may n o t  be p a i d  a n y  
s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s  for  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  
d u t y  p e r f o r m e d .  

A c a p t a i n  i n  t h e  Army requests r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  o u r  
C l a i m s  G r o u p ' s  J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  1 9 8 5  d i s a l l o w a n c e  of h i s  claim 
for  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  i n c i d e n t  t o  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t e m p o r a r y  
d u t y .  The  claim m u s t  be disal lowed s i n c e  t h e  t r a v e l  v o u c h e r  
h e  s u b m i t t e d  was f r a u d u l e n t .  

Background  

The  c l a i m a n t  was s t a t i o n e d  a t  F o r t  Gordon ,  G e o r g i a ,  
when h e  was ordered u n d e r  c o m p e t e n t  o r d e r s  t o  p e r f o r m  
t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  b e g i n n i n g  J u n e  2 4 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
1 4  d a y s  i n  B o s t o n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  He r e c e i v e d  a t r a v e l  
a d v a n c e  i n  t h e  amoun t  of $ 1 , 3 5 9  t o  c o v e r  t h e  e x p e n s e s  of h i s  
t r i p .  Upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  F o r t  Gordon ,  h e  f i l e d  a v o u c h e r  
f o r  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  c o v e r i n g  t h e  
per iod J u n e  2 4  t h r o u g h  J u l y  6 ,  1 9 8 4 .  H i s  c la im was €or 
1 2  d a y s  s u b s i s t e n c e  p r e d i c a t e d  upon a c t u a l  cos t  r e i m b u r s e -  
m e n t  of $ 7 5  pe r  d a y .  B o s t o n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  is l o c a t e d  i n  a 
h i g h  cost  area ( M i d d l e s e x  C o u n t y )  so t h e  a c t u a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  
e x p e n s e s  were allowable w i t h  a d a i l y  maximum of $75 f o r  
l o d g i n g ,  meals, a n d  l a u n d r y  e x p e n s e s .  J o i n t  T r a v e l  R e g u l a -  
t i o n s ,  V o l .  1 ,  para .  M4000-1 and  Append ix  L. The c l a i m a n t  
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was allowed h i s  claim for $ 2 3 0 . 4 7  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  c a r  r e n t a l  
$ 1 8 7 . 4 2 ,  q a s o l i n e  $ 2 6 ,  t u r n p i k e  t o l l s  S 2 . 0 5 ,  a n d  t a x i  t o  t h e  
a i r p o r t  a n d  f r o m  t h e  a i r p o r t  $ 1 5 .  T h i s  a m o u n t  was d e d u c t e d  
from h i s  t r a v e l  a d v a n c e  a n d  h e  h a s  b e e n  required t o  r e t u r n  
t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t h a t  a d v a n c e  o r  $ 1 , 1 2 8 . 5 3 .  

The  f i n a n c e  o f f i c i a l s  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  c l a i m a n t ' s  
t r a v e l  c la im was f a l s e  s i n c e  h e  s p e n t  e x a c t l y  t h e  maximum 
a u t h o r i z e d  s u b s i s t e n c e  o f  $ 7 5  per  d a y  f o r  meals,  l o d g i n g  a n d  
c l e a n i n g .  T h e r e E o r e ,  t h e y  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  c la im for i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  b y  t h e  F o r t  Gordon  C r i m i n a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Command. 
The  c l a i m a n t  a d m i t t e d  to  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t h a t  h i s  claimed 
s u b s i s t e n c e  costs  on h i s  v o u c h e r  were n o t  accura te .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a m o u n t s  l i s t e d  €or meals were es t imated  b u t  
h e  p r o d u c e d  a rece ip t  f o r  l o d g i n g  cos t s  claimed. The  i n v e s -  
t i g a t i o n  revealed t h a t  h e  h a d  claimed a m o u n t s  f o r  b r e a k f a s t  
and  l u n c h  w h i c h  e x c e e d e d  t h e  a m o u n t s  a c t u a l l y  s p e n t .  

As a resu l t  of t h e  i n v e s t i q a t i o n ,  t h e  c l a i m a n t  was 
r e p r i m a n d e d  i n  w r i t i n g  b y  h i s  comrnandinq o f f i c e r  f o r  mak ing  
a n d  s u b m i t t i n g  a f a l s e  c l a im a n d  a c t i o n  was i n i t i a t e d  b y  t h e  
F o r t  Gordon  F i n a n c e  a n d  A c c o u n t i n q  O f f i c e r  €or c o l l e c t i o n  of 
$ 1 , 1 2 8 . 5 3 ,  t h e  a m o u n t  of t h e  u n l i q u i d a t e d  t r a v e l  a d v a n c e .  
T h e  c l a i m a n t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  f i l e d  a claim f o r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  
for  h i s  a c t u a l  l o d g i n g  cos ts  a n d  f o r  a " r e a s o n a b l e  a m o u n t "  
€or meals. The  mat te r  was forwarded t o  o u r  Claims G r o u p ,  
w h i c h  d e n i e d  t h e  claim. 

A n a l y s i s  

When an e m p l o y e e  o r  m i l i t a r y  meinber s u b m i t s  a v o u c h e r  
a n d  p a r t  of t h e  c la im i s  based o n  f r a u d ,  those items w h i c h  
a r e  based o n  f r a u d  s h o u l d  be d e n i e d .  W i t h  regard t o  s u b s i s -  
t e n c e  e x p e n s e s ,  t h e  v o u c h e r  may be separa ted  a c c o r d i n q  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l  d a y ,  w i t h  each d a y  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a s e p a r a t e  item 
of a c t u a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s .  For those d a y s  for w h i c h  
f r a u d u l e n t  l o d g i n g  o r  meal i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  s u b m i t t e d ,  t h e  
e n t i r e  claim for s u b s i s t e n c e  €or t h a t  d a y  m u s t  be d e n i e d .  
5 9  C o m p .  Gen.  9 9  ( 1 9 7 9 ) ;  see a l s o  61 Comp. Gen.  399  ( 1 9 8 1 ) .  

T h e  c l a i m a n t  h a s  a c k n o w l e d q e d  t h a t  meal costs  r e p o r t e d  
i n  s u p p o r t  of h i s  t r a v e l  v o u c h e r  do n o t  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t  
t h e  a m o u n t s  h e  s p e n t  f o r  meals a n d  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  i s  u n a b l e  
t o  p r o v i d e  e x a c t  f i g u r e s  s i n c e  h e  k e p t  n o  records o r  
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receipts .  Thus ,  t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e  claim f o r  e a c h  day  
is  t a i n t e d  by t h e  f r a u d ,  and no  payment may be made f o r  
s u b s i s t e n c e  e x p e n s e s .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  a c t i o n  of our  C l a i m s  Group d i s a l l o w i n g  
t h e  claim is s u s t a i n e d .  The  c l a i m a n t  m u s t  r e f u n d  t h e  t r a v e l  
e x p e n s e  advance  h e  r e c e i v e d  f o r  t h e  t empora ry  d u t y  i n  q u e s -  
t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  i t  was n o t  c o v e r e d  by a l l o w e d  e x p e n s e s  
n o t  t a i n t e d  by f r a u d .  

Comptrol le-r G e n e r a l  
of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
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